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Fisk Jubilee Singers perform RebelTHON hopes
at UM for first time ever to pass $225,000 goal
KATHRYN ABERNATHY
STAFF WRITER

PHOTOS BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN

TOP: Members of the Fisk Jubilee
Singers perform “I Thank You
Jesus” at the 2018 Black History
Month Concert in the Ford
Center. The choir spoke about
the storied past of many of the
founding members who helped
start the program in 1866.
BOTTOM: Members of the Ole
Miss African Drum and Dance
Ensemble perform in traditional
African garb. The ensemble
performed as an opening act for
the Fisk Jubilee Singers.

Saturday marks the sixth
annual RebelTHON event at Ole
Miss, and a hefty fundraising
goal of $225,000 has been set.
Participants and young patients
will stay up from 3 p.m. to 3
a.m. dancing and raising money
for Batson Children’s Hospital,
the only medical facility in
Mississippi devoted to the care
of sick children.
RebelTHON serves as a part
of Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals’ national Dance Marathon movement. Students organizers of these campus dance
marathons spend a year raising
funds and awareness for their
local CMNH before the event.
Hailey Cooper, president of
RebelTHON, has been working
with the group for two years.
“In terms of my fundraising,
I’ve taken song requests with
my flute that I haven’t played
since high school, worn a crayon costume to class and taken
dares like singing the Mississippi State fight song,” Cooper said.
“People get so creative, and it’s
really fun to watch.”
This weekend’s event consists of participants dancing
and staying on their feet for 12
hours. Anyone can sign up to
dance for the full time as long
as he or she raises a minimum
of $100, or people can come be-

tween 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. and pay
$5 at the door to stay for community hours.
Andrew Russell, CMNH
coordinator, said the $172,000
fundraised last year went
toward renovations for the
children’s center cancer floor.
This year’s totals will benefit
the hospital’s new addition of a
NICU, PICU, operating rooms
and other items.
“The students do a good job
of putting out the red carpet for
these kids, making them feel
special,” Russell said.
Due to the major growth of
participants this year, RebelTHON outgrew its former location and will be held in the Tad
Pad instead.
Senior biochemistry major
Lexie Hill will be participating
for the third time due to her personal connection with CMNH.
From the time she was born
to when she turned 18, Hill said
her Children’s Miracle Network
Hospital became a home to her.
“From providing the absolute best medical care to simple things like giving you toys
and popsicles before and after
surgery, hospitals like Batson
go above and beyond to make
you feel like a normal, healthy
kid,” Hill said.
Anyone looking to donate can
go to RebelTHON’s donation
page, and anyone wanting to
participate can register online.

Oxford leaders respond to barred Starkville Pride Parade

DEVNA BOSE

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

After the Starkville Board
of Aldermen meeting Tuesday night, Bailey McDaniel
cried, heartbroken.
The aldermen voted 4-3 to
deny a special event request to
allow the city to host an LGBTQ
Pride Parade on March 24 as
part of Starkville’s first Pride
celebration, which McDaniel,
director of grassroots community organization Starkville
Pride, has been planning for
a year. McDaniel, along with
her partner, Emily Turner, was
hopeful when she put forth the
application.
“We found out over the
weekend that the application might be taken off con-

sent,” McDaniel said.
The item was initially on the
consent agenda, where most
items are typically approved,
but was pulled off by Vice Mayor and Ward 6 Alderman Roy
Perkins at the beginning of the
meeting.
Perkins made a motion to
deny the request. The motion
was approved with a 4-3 vote.
Perkins, Ward 1 Alderman Ben
Carver, Ward 3 Alderman David Little and Ward 7 Alderman
Henry Vaughn voted in favor of
denying the request. Little was
the deciding vote.
Ward 2 Alderman Sandra
Sistrunk moved to go into executive session to discuss prospective litigation involving the
Pride Parade, but no action was
taken in executive session.
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“It felt like I was gutted. I was
so hurt that all of my planning
and all our work for the parade
came to a simple ‘no,’” McDaniel said. “I felt like my life didn’t
matter, that the community
that I was a part of and had
fought for, that I didn’t matter
to them.”
Since
Tuesday’s
vote,
Starkville Pride has decided to
take legal action in defending
their right to parade. Attorney
Roberta Kaplan will represent
McDaniel and the rest of the
pride parade supporters.
Oxford organizations,
leaders react
The board’s decision has received national attention and
prompted a statewide response,
including a strong one here in
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Oxford.
A meeting was held Wednesday night in Starkville to affirm
that plans for Pride were still
continuing, and Regan Willis,
president of the UM Pride Network, was in attendance to stand
in solidarity with Starkville’s
queer community.
“I am overwhelmed by the
fact that Regan was able to
come down,” McDaniel said. “It
seems like a united front from
Ole Miss, the Isom program and
all of these organizations. It felt
so great to know that we were
coming together for something
that means more than what
people usually see between our
two schools. It was amazing – I
was so touched.”
Thursday afternoon, executive members from LGBTQ or-
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Faculty members speak up

‘Deeper Than the Skin’

Beer showers and baseball

PAGE 2

PAGE 4

PAGE 4

A letter signed by nearly150 faculty members
seeks a voice for non-tenure-track faculty

Concert at Nutt Auditorium to merge
music and meaningful discussion

Swayze Field promises a better student
experience than the Grove

ganizations in Oxford, including
the UM Pride Network, Queer
People of Color, OutLaw and
OUTGrads, met to discuss their
approach to the Pride Parade issue and plan to a release a statement sometime today.
An early excerpt from the
statement reads, “In light of recent events in Starkville, we, the
UM Pride Collective, have been
in contact with the LGBTQ+
community
of
Starkville
and want to make clear that
Starkville Pride’s weekend
long celebration will persist.
The members of the Starkville
Board of Aldermen who voted
to deny the parade permit may
have thought that they would
dampen the spirits of Starkville
Pride; however, this has served

SEE PRIDE PAGE 3

SPORTS

Red and Blue Classic canceled

Ole Miss softball replaces tournament with pair
of games at Troy
PAGE 7

OPINION
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Faculty statement on shared governance
We are calling on tenured
and
tenure-track
faculty
(T/TTF) at the University
of Mississippi to use their
relative positions of power to
actively support their nontenure-track faculty (NTTF)
colleagues who are advocating
for full representation in the
Faculty Senate. To do so means
listening to, collaborating
with and amplifying the
voices of NTTF faculty in
our own departments and
across campus, including the
Task Force for Non-TenureTrack Faculty and Shared
Governance
(formed
in
September 2016).
There are roughly 600
NTTF members at our
university. Faculty Senate
seats are currently allocated
based solely on departmental
T/TTF numbers, and NTTF
are explicitly excluded from
serving on that body. NTTF
are thus the only people at the
university who do not have
access to shared governance.
While the university’s core
values statement highlights
promoting
“inclusiveness
in its student body, faculty,
and staff,” fostering “a
civil community of shared
governance” and honoring

“the dignity of all employees,”
the current exclusion of
NTTF members from shared
governance undercuts our
ability to live up to our mission.
Nationally, about 70 percent
of university faculty are in
contingent positions. Our
ratio is more balanced: NTTF
and T/TTF each comprise
approximately half of our
academic personnel, though
NTTF teach nearly 60% of
the student credit hours on
our Oxford, Jackson and
regional campuses. While
we all share serious concerns
about the eroding of tenure
lines on national and local
levels, the existence of NTTF
at our university is our reality.
Ignoring our NTTF — in
terms of both their talents
and their concerns — does
not change that reality and
only reifies their isolation and
maltreatment.
Our continued exclusion
of
NTTF
from
shared
governance also runs counter
to our peer institutions:
currently, 88 percent of
public R1 universities include
NTTF in some way in shared
governance.
Furthermore,
the scholarship on shared
governance is clear: a single,
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unified body that incorporates
all faculty equally, including
both tenure- and non-tenureline and full- and part-time
faculty, results in not only a
stronger shared governance
body with an established,
united voice but also the
dissolution of departmental
and status-based silos that
proliferate across universities.
The Faculty Senate recently
heard a proposal from the
Task Force for full inclusion
of NTTF in its body. The
comments offered in response
to this proposal at the January
meeting came from a small
percentage of the Senators
but were overwhelmingly
negative.
Additionally,
the Senate’s current plan
for drafting a resolution
unequivocally
removes
part-time faculty from all
considerations and appears
to suspend substantive input
from NTTF about their own
university lives.
We believe that a truly
united faculty body makes
us
a
stronger
faculty
body. When we fail to
practice genuinely shared
governance, we undermine
university values, exacerbate
inequities that affect NTTF

The Daily Mississippian is published Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays in print during the academic year, on days
when classes are scheduled. New content is published online
seven days a week.
Columns do not represent the official opinions of The
University of Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian unless
specifically indicated.
The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor.
Letters should be e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen names
or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited
to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information
so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students
should include grade classification and major; letters from
faculty and staff should include title and the college, school or
department where the person is employed.
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disproportionately and rendert
invisible the labor and talentsa
of half our faculty members.r
Moreover, we should strive fora
a more civil and fair workplaces
for everyone at our university,S
especially our most vulnerable
colleagues. We accordinglyo
call on T/TTF, especially,O
to use their status to worka
towards the common good. s
Studies have consistentlya
demonstrated that facultyl
working
conditions
areh
student learning conditions;t
in
particular,
contingentp
faculty
members’
poort
working conditions negatively
affect student retention and
completion rates. We therefore
hope that T/TTF across our
university will rally to supportw
the full inclusion of NTTF“
in a unified Faculty Senate.m
A step towards improvingW
NTTF working conditions is ad
step towards living up to oura
highest principles.
o

This letter is signed by 143 a
members of the University a
of Mississippi faculty, 56
percent of whom are tenured
and tenure-track faculty and
44 percent of whom are nontenure-track faculty.

o
“
s
t

i
f
i
u
o

NEWS

to strengthen the resolve of
LGBTQ+ Mississippians, mobilizing and uniting us.”
Outside of Ole Miss’ campus,
the rest of Oxford has had a reaction to the news as well. Although Mayor Robyn Tannehill
declined to comment on the situation, OutOxford co-founders
Blake Summers and Jonathan
Adams voiced their dissent concerning the board’s vote. Summers said it serves as a reminder to Oxford to continue being a
model for inclusivity.
“It might be positive for us to
understand that Mississippi is
still in this kind of negative rut,”
he said. “We’re just going to
keep having Oxford be a good,
inclusive environment for our
community and hopefully other
cities will follow, too.”
Summers questioned what
excuses the aldermen would
make to deny the Pride Parade
request.
“I want to know the reason
why. Was it a resource issue?
Paying a police force?” Summers
asked. “If that’s true, they need to
say that. It’s a shame that they’re
not more brave and positive
about their community.”
Adams said the most frustrating part to him was that the
aldermen who voted to deny the
request would not explain why,
and he hopes allies all over the
state will voice their support of
Starkville’s LGBTQ community.
“The parade we’ve helped
organize the past two years in
Oxford is a joyful day. Yes, there
are maybe a few protesters
standing on the route, but they
are drowned out by all the allies and supporters,” he said. “I
hope that all of the allies around
the state will outweigh the four
people in Starkville who are on
the wrong side of history.”
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work and Queer People of Color, advised Willis on what steps
to take to show support for the
queer community in Starkville.
“I’m especially troubled by
the Starkville Board of Aldermen’s decision to press for a
separate vote on the proposed
Pride Parade, which, as I understand it, from in-state and
nationally circulated news reports, had originally been listed
on the consent agenda. What
changed?” Cantrell said. “This
decision seemingly suggests
that the Board of Aldermen
view Starkville’s LGBTQ+ community as second-class citizens
and not as taxpayers, students,
doctors, mothers, city workers,
artists and religious leaders
who have an economic impact
and vested interest in creating
welcoming spaces for fostering
diversity and inclusion, which
could only benefit the town.”
Malik Pridgeon, executive
director of Queer People
of Color, shared Cantrell’s
sentiments,
agreeing
that
Starkville’s Board of Aldermen
is sending a negative message to
their queer community.
“In all honesty, the decision
by the Starkville aldermen is an
overt declaration of intolerance
and ignorance,” he said. “This
decision shows that not only
are they living in the past, but
they are woefully ignorant to the
needs of visibility and inclusion
of their residents.”
He emphasized the need for
Pride parades, especially in today’s political climate “when
just about everything is being
done to silence dissent,” and
urged Oxford to support its
neighbors down Highway 6.
Pridgeon said Oxford can
shows its support by doing
things like releasing statements
of affirmation or sending letters
of disapproval to the city council
of Starkville.
“Pride parades are a celebration of diversity and community,” he said. “They are symbols
to the community that we are
accepting, loving and welcoming to queer people. As a queer
person of color, I am reminded that people still think that
they have a right to police other
people’s sexuality. It makes me
grateful for the Oxford community and their openness to inclusion and diversity.”
Willis recognized the impact
that a decision like this could
have not only on Starkville’s

PHOTO COURTESY: OUTOXFORD

Members of the Oxford Pride Parade march through the Square in last year’s event, held Saturday, May 6, 2017. The
parade is held annually in support of the local LGBTQ members of the community.
The UM Pride Network is Pride Parade along with Alder- the city and country and the
planning to attend Starkville’s man Sandra Sistrunk of Ward people,” McDaniel said. “I’m
Pride event in March to show its 2. Sistrunk also expressed her just excited for the opportunity
support.
disappointment in the vote and to move forward and make sure
“One thing that’s been really said that because there was no that we are given our rights and
important to me is getting explanation, only so many con- we are allowed to have a parade.
the ball moving on this,” clusions could be drawn about I am hopeful that this will imWillis said. “This sparks so why Ward 1 Alderman Ben pact some kind of change bigger
much momentum, and it’s Carver, Ward 3 Alderman David than we’ve originally planned.”
bigger than just Starkville Little, Ward 6 Alderman Roy
The ACLU responded to
now. There’s so much power Perkins and Ward 7 Alderman the board’s decision Wednesin that momentum. If we can Henry Vaughn voted to deny day, warning the board that
keep it going, we have some the request.
its actions potentially violate
great opportunities for the
“It bridges divides when we the First Amendment and the
collective.”
can get together in a fun setting. Equal Protection Clause of the
It makes a better, stronger com- 14th Amendment and urging it
Long way to go in
munity,” she said. “I hope that to reconsider. The statement,
Starkville
the board finds a way to recon- which can be attributed to the
When Patrick Miller de- sider their vote. I expect that if ACLU of Mississippi Executive
cided to run for alderman of they do not find a way to, this Director Jennifer Riley-Collins,
Ward 5, he wanted to see what will be taken out of the hands said, “The government cannot
Starkville is and what it could of the Board of Aldermen and prevent a parade or event simbe. Very quickly, however, over go through the court process. At ply because it promotes LGBTQ
the course of the past few days, the end of the process, I think pride or because its organizhe’s seen the narrative become the courts will rule in favor of ers and marchers are LGBTQ.
about what Starkville is not.
(Starkville Pride) and we will In addition, the government
“The narrative is that have a Pride Parade.”
cannot treat people unequally
Starkville is not progressive
She also expressed her disap- because they are LGBTQ. This
and close-minded, and that’s pointment in the way Starkville is exactly what the Board of Althe part that’s unfortunate has been painted because of one derman did, and that is discrimabout it,” he said. “Personally, deciding vote.
ination, plain and simple. It also
I thought (the decision) was
“I am very sorry that we’ve violates the Constitution.
LGBTQ organizations at
heartbreaking and unfortunate gotten to this point. I think
“It is disappointing and disOle Miss unify in support
and disappointing.”
Starkville has been painted turbing that the Starkville Board
When the UM Pride NetHe said he doesn’t see why in a light that is not repre- of Alderman would decide to
work’s GroupMe chat started
the parade isn’t being allowed, sentative of the community,” treat LGBTQ people differently
“blowing up” about the alderconsidering that McDaniel and she said. “I think that we are from everyone else. The ACLU
men’s decision, as president,
her partner followed all of the a much more welcoming and of Mississippi, therefore, urges
Willis said he knew he had to
necessary steps required for a diverse and inclusive commu- the Starkville Board of Alderdo something. He decided to
special event.
nity than we are painted in the man to reconsider their decision
attend the meeting in Starkville
“I don’t think it’s about why many media stories that are and approve the request.”
on Wednesday night.
we should have one. The ques- out there right now.”
Attorney Roberta Kaplan of
“It was disheartening and retion is, ‘Why wouldn’t we?’” he
Vaughn declined to comment, Kaplan & Company, LLP who
ally hit us hard. It was a call to
said. “I would love to see it get and Ward 4 Alderman Jason will be taking on the case to repaction for me, as the president
to the point that we can rescind Walker, Carver, Little and Per- resent Starkville Pride director
kins could not be reached at the Bailey McDaniel and the rest of
of publication. Mississippi the group. Kaplan has tried casThe parade we’ve helped organize the past two years in Oxford is time
State University has not taken a es involving LGBTQ rights and
a joyful day. Yes, there are maybe a few protesters standing on the position on the vote.
marriage equality in Mississippi
and has represented the Camroute, but they are drowned out by all the allies and supporters.
Fighting for equality
paign for Southern Equality in a
I hope that all of allies around the state will outweigh the four Bailey McDaniel hasn’t been constitutional challenge to Misoff the phone in the last 48 sissippi’s HB 1523, which many
people in Starkville who are on the wrong side of history.”
hours.
consider to be an anti-LGBTQ
- Jonathan Adams, OutOxford co-founder She’s received an outpouring “religious freedom law.”
of support from the community
In the meantime, McDaniel
community but also on LOU’s, the vote and reconsider our and said she is grateful for all of will keep fighting for what she
of the organization,” he said.
believes in.
and potentially the rest of the stance on the parade – one, be- the messages she’s received.
“We felt the need to show our
“When I started planning
cause of human decency, and
“I hope that in the city of
state.
support and have a presence
“When it comes to stuff like two, because it’ll save us, pre- Pride, it was meant to make a dif- Starkville and every city in
there.”
this, it’s not just Starkville any- vent us from going through a ference. I wish it would be easy Mississippi, you don’t get to
Jaime Cantrell, faculty affilmore,” he said. “It’s much larg- long, drawn-out litigation out of – get approved, start a parade. tell someone you don’t have
iate at the Sarah Isom Center
er. I definitely felt the need to be a few hours of letting a harmless This has become something so right because you don’t agree
for Women’s and Gender Studthere. Our organization needed group in our community have a much bigger and so much more with them,” she said. “I hope
ies and faculty adviser for two
than we had planned, but this we can move forward and have
to come together. It’s our state parade.”
undergraduate LGBTQ student
Miller voted to allow the might be better for the state and a kick-ass Pride.”
as a whole – it impacts all of us.”
organizations, UM Pride Net-
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Spring semesters are better in lawn chairs at Swayze

HOLLY HICKS

STAFF WRITER

As Oxford begins to
warm up and the Ole Miss
campus turns green again,
Rebel fans everywhere
know baseball season is
about to begin. In addition
to the changing seasons,
it’s easy to highlight a few
of the many reasons why
baseball season is better
than football season.

There are way more
baseball games than
football games
When baseball season
kicks off, there are multiple
games scheduled nearly
every week. This provides
ample opportunity for Rebel fans to make their way
to Swayze Field. Baseball
season boasts more than
30 games, whereas football
season only has 12 games.
More of a good thing is
better, right?
Right field beer
showers
When the Rebs hit a
home run, students in
right field throw their
cups full of cheap
beer into the air to
celebrate. Nothing

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATIONS BY: EMILY HOFFMAN

MEGAN SWARTZFAGER
STAFF WRITER

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Oxford, or UUCO, will host
renowned musicians Reggie
Harris and Greg Greenway
with its program “Deeper
Than the Skin” at 7 p.m. Saturday in Nutt Auditorium.
“Deeper Than the Skin”
will feature a collection of
songs, both covers and originals, and stories designed
to spark a dialogue about racial divisions. The program
is described as being part
workshop and will include
discussions between the
musicians and the audience.
It began over a year ago as
an effort by the musicians
and long-time friends Reggie Harris and Greg Greenway.
“We’ve had this friendship
for 30 years, and we’ve had
30 years of conversations
about the cauldron of race
in America,” Harris said.
“It’s not an outlier for the
work we generally do; it was
a very natural thing for us
to come together with our
different talents and try to
talk about race. Music has
always been at the base of
that, so that was also very
natural. When we sing, the

air changes.”
The program is an exploration of racial divisions of
America and of race’s role
in the ways individuals are
affected by their environments. It aims to “build
bridges with music.”
“I’d say, first and foremost, we understand it’s a
difficult topic,” Harris said.
“Most people don’t leap at
the chance to talk about
race. The great thing about
the program is it’s inclusive
and positive. The stories are
hard, but, you know, there’s
hope.”
UUCO minister Gail Stratton said though conversations about race can be difficult, she believes “Deeper
Than the Skin” allows people of all backgrounds to
engage with the major questions and issues of racial division in a constructive way.
“My perceptions are that
they model having the hard
conversations about race in
a really civil and respectful
way and with music that
helps facilitate that,” Stratton said.
Stratton said Americans
are pointed in the right direction when it comes to realizing racial equality. Harris and Greenway said the
first step that society should

beats a forecast calling for
beer showers, and nearly
every baseball game has at
least one. If you’re in right
field, do not expect to stay
completely dry, and be prepared to cover all of your
valuables. No one likes a
sticky phone.

taneously playing against
time. Time is such a major
factor in football, and often
the expected outcome of
the game can depend on
how much time is left on
the clock. With baseball,
you can take your sweet
time.

Baseball is more
unpredictable than
football
In football, many games
are pretty predictable.
If the Cleveland Browns
played the Philadelphia
Eagles, the Eagles would
not have to try too hard
to win. When halftime
comes around in football,
fans can tell which team
has a running chance and
which team would need a
miracle. Depending on the
game, fans will leave the
stadium during halftime
to make their way back to
the Grove. However, in
baseball, fans know how
delicate a lead can be; the
slightest hiccup or mishandled ball could change the
game at any point.

Right field in general
Don’t get it wrong – the
Grove is a magical place on
Saturdays, and its reputation of being one of the
greatest places in the county to tailgate football is
more than accurate. There’s
just something special
about watching the Rebels
play baseball while you’re
sitting in a lawn chair in
right field with your closest
college buddies on one side
and a cooler full of
drinks on the other.
Right field is a BYOB
section, so needless
to say, it can be a little more rambunctious
than sitting in the Vaught’s
stands.

There is no running
clock
Football has the disadvantage of playing against
another team while simul-

Gail Stratton
take is to ask questions and
start a conversation.
“Largely people are responding very passionately,
very emotionally,” Harris
said. “You know, we’re not
fooling ourselves into thinking we are getting racists
to our shows, but there are
some places where we’re
getting audiences that are

tickets, whereas the baseball games are free. College
students do not typically
have a lot of disposable income, which often leads to
hardcore Rebel fans being
hindered from attending
football games. With baseball, students can relax in
right field and not have to
worry if they paid more for
the season tickets than they
would if they just bought
them individually, like
many students do during
football season. Baseball is
just more student-friendly,
and that alone proves that
Ole Miss baseball season is
better than Ole Miss football season.

It’s a free event for
students
Football season is amazing and very memorable.
What’s also memorable is
that students have to pay
more than $100 for season

FILE PHOTO

uncomfortable and very
perplexed and just want to
know what the questions are
(about race).”
According to UUCO’s
website, part of its mission
is to help congregants “find
a loving, supportive community with the simple goal
of becoming our best self
through inner reflection and

outward action.” One way
that they move toward this
goal is through their participation with the Living Legacy Project, an organization
designed to educate people
about the stories and struggles of the civil rights movement. Harris is an active
member of the project and
has interacted with UUCO
during Living Legacy Project pilgrimages.
“(Harris) and Greg performed this summer at the
Unitarian Universalist general assembly,” Stratton
said. “Several people from
the congregation were there,
and they said, ‘This is a fabulous program. Let’s bring it
to Oxford.’”
The event is sponsored by
the University of Mississippi Office of the Chancellor,
the University of Mississippi Office of the Provost,
the University of Mississippi Center for Inclusion and
Cross Cultural Engagement
and the University of Mississippi Department of Sociology and Anthropology.
Harris and Greenway will
also be leading the service
at UUCO at 11 a.m. Sunday,
and all are welcome. The
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Oxford is located at 31 County Road 198.
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Ole Miss student Hunter Westling releases first single
KENDALL PATTERSON
CONTRIBUTOR

Most college students go to
college so they can get degrees
that open up their career
possibilities. Then students
go to their backup plans if
they can’t get jobs in the
same fields as their majors.
But for integrated marketing
communications
major
Hunter Westling, college
itself was the backup plan. His
“Plan A” is to be successful in
the music industry.
“I’m going to school right
now, so if that doesn’t fully
work out, I have a backup
plan,” he said.
Westling released his first
single, “Stayin’,” on all platforms from Spotify to Apple
Music on Jan. 31. Listeners
can find this album under his
stage name of Hunter Ross.
The 21-year-old from Madison was introduced to the
world of music as a child
by his mother and grandmother. They enrolled him
in music lessons where he
learned how to play the keyboard to singing and reading
notes. In middle school, he
started playing guitar.
He finally shifted his focus
to rapping and hip-hop while
at Germantown High School
with his friends.
“When I got into high
school, I got into my hip-hop
phase … my rapping phase,”
he said.
It wasn’t until his freshman year of college that he
ystarted making music. He
sbegan producing unofficial
-rap and hip-hop songs while
-he studied marketing at
nHolmes Community College
ein Ridgeland.
- “I promise I really wasn’t
-serious in music, and I was
elike, ‘Man, I really do like
dmusic. I really do like makOing songs,’” Westling said.
- He had a revelation entering his junior year this
-summer that rapping and
ehip-hop weren’t his style. He
-found his style in R&B and
npop music, and now he chasmes after being like his idol,
,Justin Timberlake.
- “Whenever I sing R&B
tand pop music, it just brings
more out of who I am, my
ycharacter, and the lyrics I
-write are so much deeper and
,I just put a lot more passion
-in my voice, and every studio
,session, I’m singing from the
-heart instead of rapping a
dbunch of jibberish,” he said.
t“I figured out that wasn’t my
-style. This isn’t what I want
-to be when I grow up.”
The lyrics and background
of
l his single “Stayin’” are
eas deep as the soul. It’s
,Westling’s performance of
ethis song that draws out peo-ple’s emotions.
- He said the song is based
on him seeing a gorgeous girl
with her friends on either a

Friday or Saturday night
walking into the same club
as he and his friends are.
“From that moment on, I
hope I catch her again because I really want to make
contact with her and get to
know her,” he said.
Continuing to put himself
in the club within his mind,
Westling described a scene of
him making eye contact with
her while he and his friends
bought drinks and this girl
and her friends danced.
“They’re doing their thing,
just dancing and stuff, and
then I’m sitting across the
room and that girl was staring me down,” he said. “Our
eyes just meet, and it’s just
this attraction that brings us
together.”
The focus of the song is the
fact that this girl has been
mistreated and deserted by so
many guys and that Westling
will stay with her “no matter
how hard things get – through
it thick and thin.”
Westling explained how
the song came from his imagination and wasn’t inspired
by any specific girl he met.

“I don’t have a girl right
now, so this song, it wasn’t
inspired by a certain girl,”
Westling said. “It’s more of
my imagination because I’ve
been in those moments …
and I wanted to put it into a
song.”
On Saturday, March 3,
this scene will be brought
to life as he, along with featured artist and friend Shane
Thompson from Brandon,
will be shooting a music video for the single in Memphis
at the Peabody.
The two of them enjoyed
making the music and look
forward to shooting the
music video.
“We got together, worked
on the song and recorded it,
and it turns out everybody
likes it,” Thompson said.
“You can say it was just a
vibe. … It was really fun.”
Currently, Westling is
working on several more
singles and an EP that he
hopes will get released over
the summer. Additionally,
he said he hopes his music
helps people just like
different music has helped

PHOTO COURTESY: HUNTER WESTLING

him.
“When
things
don’t
go your way, whether at
school, at work or with a
boyfriend or girlfriend or a
family member that upsets
you, you can always have
music to turn to because
there’s going to be a song

out there you can turn on
and it’s going to change
your way of thinking,” he
said. “That’s what music
does to me. That’s what I
try to make my music do to
other people.”

34254
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Ole Miss prepares for SEC indoor championships

EMILY BARNHOUSE

STAFF WRITER

The Ole Miss men’s and
women’s track and field
teams closed out successful
performances in Nashville at
the Music City Challenge and
in Ames, Iowa, at the Iowa
State Classic this month. The
two energetic showings will
boost spirits as the teams head
to Texas A&M this weekend
for the SEC Indoor Track and
Field Championships.
At Vanderbilt’s Music City
Challenge, senior Janeah Stewart won her third consecutive
SEC Field Athlete of the Week
award and finished as the top
collegiate competitor in the
weight throw at a one-foot PR
of 24.12m, only behind a world
record thrower in Gwen Berry.
This finishing throw moved
Stewart from No. 4 to No. 3

all-time in NCAA history by
jumping her own mark from
the week earlier.
Stewart’s outstanding performance made her the first
collegian to surpass the 79foot mark in the weight throw
since 2008, and she now ranks
fourth on the United States and
World list for 2018, giving six
of the top 11 throws in history.
Stewart also closed the weekend as runner-up in shot put
at 17.10m. With her impressive scoring in weight throw
and shot put, she is now one of
three national competitors to
rank within the top 10 in both
field events and looks to keep
her impressive numbers up
against the top of the SEC over
the weekend.
On the men’s side of things,
senior shot putter All-American Brian Williams broke his
own Ole Miss record from last
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46 Appease
49 Floor covering
51 Attack a fly
53 Chart anew
55 Busy
56 Peter and Franco
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61 Make angry
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66 British verb ending
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23 1996 Tony-winning
musical
24 Singes
27 Mob scenes
29 Score
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31 Thrust with a knife
32 Library ID
33 Skater Lipinski
34 Fall
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39 Sort of
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44 Shuts
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1 Got out of bed
2 Aired again
3 Madonna role
4 Prayers
5 Rockers Steely ___
6 Kind of fingerprint
7 Prefix with plasm
8 Head cold
9 Belongs
10 Zeno of ___
11 Controversial orchard
spray
12 “The Sweetest Taboo”
singer
15 Throws
17 Precious stones
21 X
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Craig Engels competes at the 2017 NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships in Eugene, Oregon, on Wednesday,
June 7. Engels will compete with the track and field team again in 2018.
season by more than half a foot impressing at both meets, the
Stewart is expected to have
at 19.24m. Williams is now Rebel triple jumpers also had a strong showing in her disciranked No. 12 in the NCAA, prosperous performances. Se- pline and add a few more acand will be a real contender at nior Lanae Newsome reached colades to her winning career.
the Indoor Championships.
a new career best and finished While the senior thrower conAlso in Nashville, senior Jo- fourth overall at 12.59m, which tinues to smash the competilie Carbo led the Rebels in the moved him up to No. 37 in the tion, Price-Smith sees a chance
400-meter dash and crushed NCAA and put him in position for other rising competitors to
her career best, finishing fifth for a strong place against the make names for themselves on
overall at 24.37. Carbo sits sec- rest of the SEC field.
the track and in field events.
ond all-time at Ole Miss in the
“I think both groups at VanThe Ole Miss team has had
event and is ranked No. 17 na- derbilt and at Iowa State had this past week off of competionally. After breaking person- solid performances a few weeks tition to prepare for the SEC
al bests in each of her last two ago,” head coach Connie Price- Indoor Championships, hosted
races, Carbo will look to do so Smith said. “I just hope we can by Texas A&M, and has already
again and crack the top three in continue to build on that now arrived in College Station bethe conference.
that we are heading into the fore the meet begins Saturday.
With runners and throwersIntermediate
SEC meet.”
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Rebel softball schedules neutral-site games at Troy
LOGAN CONNER
STAFF WRITER

FILE PHOTO: MARLEE CRAWFORD

Players cheer on the batter from the dugout during the Rebels’ win over Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College in the fall ball game last year.
should be controllable and
predictable.
For the red and blue,
the key starts with senior
pitcher Kaitlin Lee, who
was named SEC Pitcher of
the Week last week after
her performance in Puerto
Vallarta.
In
matchups
against Texas and the thenNo. 3 Oregon Ducks, Lee
allowed no runs on only
eight hits and forced six
strikeouts over 13 complete
innings. In the Rebels’ 1-0
victory over the Ducks, Lee

took a perfect game into the
fourth inning and finished
with a shutout. After
incredible performances in
Mexico, Lee will be in the
middle of the game plan with
hopes of shutting out both
the Racers and the Golden
Eagles in Alabama. Should
Lee be unable to throw
the second game, Brittany
Finney will presumably take
to the circle.
Despite being shut out by
Lipscomb and Houston, the
Rebels have proven them-

Sudoku #7
5 4 3 7
9 1 6 4
2 7 8 9
4 5 1 2
3 2 9 1
8 6 7 5
1 9 4 8
7 3 5 6
8 2 3
6

After originally planning
to host the Red and Blue
Classic in Oxford this weekend, Ole Miss softball will
travel to Troy, Alabama, for
a pair of rescheduled neutral-site games Friday due
to impending weather. After
another impressive showing
at the Puerto Vallarta College Challenge, the Rebels
will look to continue success against Murray State
and Tennessee Tech.
Originally scheduled for
a weekend of matchups
against North Dakota State
and Stephen F. Austin,
among others, the Rebels
will find themselves playing
the weekend by ear.
In Puerto Vallarta, the
Rebels made their biggest
statement of the season
in their last game against
then-No. 3 Oregon. In a
1-0 extra-inning victory,
the Rebels rode shortstop
Paige McKinney’s lone run
to the best win of the year
so far. With additional wins
against Texas and Rutgers,
No. 16 Ole Miss showed just
,how deserving it is of its
ranking.
With much easier games
-on the docket this weekend,
-the Rebels will look to take
.control of both matchups
-early in Troy. At 9 a.m. Fri-day, Ole Miss will face the
efirst of two opponents in a
odouble header: a Murray
nState team that sits at 3-5,
fresh off of losses against
dSouth Alabama and Mis-sissippi State. Immediately
Cafterwards, the team will
dregroup to face a Tennessee
yTech team that is 2-7 on the
-season and coming off of a
five-inning loss against Sacred Heart. For the Rebels,
these are two games that
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selves to be one of the best
teams in the nation with
key wins against Virginia
Tech, Texas and No. 5 Oregon. Finishing 3-1 in both
the Sand Dollar Classic and
the Puerto Vallarta College
Challenge were huge confidence boosters that the
Rebels will ride into Troy.
With the Ole Miss Classic

bringing top programs to
Oxford next weekend and a
series at No. 6 Texas A&M
right around the corner, the
Rebels will look to continue
their stellar start to the season Friday. The rest of the
Rebels’ plans for the weekend are to be announced.
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published.
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ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
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LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/D, water, and cable
included. No pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit required. Call
(662)234-0000

HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BD / 3 BA Newer homes in Countryview. 1.5 miles from campus. Pet
friendly. Available 8/8/18. $1100/ mo.
(662)816-8171
GREAT HOUSE Magnolia Grove.
4BR/4.5BA, (101 or 105 Saucier).
Open floorplan; nice kitchen. Available
8/1/18. $2,000/ mo. (662)832-3388
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Tulane visits Swayze this weekend for 3-game series
MAISON BROOKS-TOLLEY
STAFF WRITER

Ole Miss baseball is off to a
fast start after dispatching the
Memphis Tigers on Tuesday,
improving its record to 4-0
on the year. The Rebels
pushed through a late-inning
Tiger comeback and emerged
victorious,
generating
plenty of optimism for this
upcoming season.
The Rebels entered 2018
ranked No. 16 by BaseballAmerica.com, with some polls
placing them as high as ninth.
Last season, the Ole Miss
lineup was solid but featured
many young players who
lacked big-game experience.
Head coach Mike Bianco
wasted no time blooding the
youth, and that should pay
dividends in 2018. This year,
the Rebels have experience
all over the field and look
equipped to make a deep run
in the postseason.
Despite losing to Auburn
in the first round of the SEC
Tournament in 2017, enthusiasm surrounding the program is at an all-time high.
Coach Bianco is especially
optimistic about the power of
his pitching staff.
On Friday, the Rebels kick

off a three-day series against
the Tulane Pelicans at Swayze
Field. The Rebels are finally
getting their shot at redemption after a 6-5 loss to the
Pelicans in the 2016 NCAA
Oxford Regional.
Sophomore Ryan Rolison,
currently featured in various
MLB prospect rankings, will
take the mound Friday afternoon for the Rebels. After a
dominating performance on
opening night, Rolison was
named SEC Pitcher of the
Week. Over this past weekend, he led all SEC pitchers
with 12 strikeouts – more
than any Ole Miss pitcher in
an opener since Lance Lynn
hurled 12 of his own in 2008.
Rolison should match up
well against the Pelicans’
starting pitcher, Kaleb Roper,
who threw a strong game last
week against Wright State.
Roper got the start against
the Raiders and gave up a single run in five innings pitched
for Tulane. He was named
National Pitcher of the Week
once last year for San Jacinto
Junior College.
To counter, Bianco will lean
on powerhouse hitters Nick
Fortes and Grae Kessinger
to bring the heat offensively
after top-level performances

PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN

Nick Fortes rounds third base after hitting his second home run of the day against Memphis. The Rebels defeated the
Tigers 8-6 on Tuesday.
in last week’s games. Fortes
sent two shots deep against
Memphis, driving in six RBIs,
while Kessinger contributed
four hits to the winning effort.
Despite claiming some of
the best players in the nation,

Ole Miss struggled last year.
Communication and quiet
bats held the talented group
back for long stretches of the
season. This year, the Rebels
have the chance to redeem
themselves. Bianco and the

team have all the right pieces,
but the question remains: Can
Ole Miss put it all together?
First pitch on Friday is
scheduled for 4 p.m. at
Swayze Field in Oxford.
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Enter for
your chance
to win a

25

$

gift card from
2128 W Jackson Ave 662.234.5993

1
Go to
and click on
the contest tab
at the top of the page
to fill out your form

2

3
Winner
will be contacted
Tues., March 6
Hurry!
Contest closes
Thurs., March 1
at 5pm
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